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ELECTION '762 Titi CANFAT I: AMP THE PRESS 


THE REHS COVERAGE OF THIS YEAR'S AMERICA: PRESIDENTIAL 
CAEPAIGN HAS ITSELF BECOME A SUSJECT OF CONMERT, ANO CHRIS KERN 


HAS SOME OBSERVATIONS ON T.tT PAY ROVORTERS AND THE CANDIDATES 


JUST A FEY ELECTIO#S DACK, THE PHRASE "MEDIA EVENT" KOULD 
HAVE PRODUCED GLANK STARES FRO! 10ST AMERICANS, BUT TODAY IT'S 
Aly ACCEPTED PART OF TiEIR POLITICAL LEXICON. 

A HOTA EVENT IS A CARPE ATG APPEARAPCE THAT IS STAGED TO 


ATTRACT NEVIS COVERAGE -- Ff 


~ THAT WOULD HAVE BREEN QUITE 


DEIFFERE:T, OR THAT WOUL 


HAVE TAKS. PLACE AT ALL, IF THE 
PRESS HAD'T DEEN THERE TO VETHESS IT. PRESIDENT FORD'S 


STEASBCAT RIDE THROUGH T 


SGUTHEN STATES WAS A RECENT EXAMPLE 
OF A MEGIA EVENT, SO WAS JIMNY CARTER'S "WHISTLESTOP” TRAIT 
RIDE THROUGH THE EAST. 

RR. FORD'S STEAM COAT AMP HR. CARTER'S TRAIN VERE, 11) 


EFFLCT, "PROPS" THAT WERE DESTCMEE TO ATTRACT THE TELEVISION 


CANSEAS. THEY VERE CHOSEN 2OT FOR THEIR TRANSPORTATION 
VALUE BUT FOR THE NOSTALGIC VISUAL IMAGE THEY WOULD PROVIDE 
Ol: THE EVENING TELEVISION ‘ctS PROGRAMS. THEY PRODUCED THE 
iiTENDED EFFECT. BOTH ATTRACTER LARGE NUMBERS OF REPORTERS AND 
BOTH RECEIVED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE. BOTH WERE INTERESTING EVEN IF 
THEY SERENN'T PARTICULARLY © EANINGFUL. 

BY CONTRAST, THE FIRST OF THES FORD-CARTER DEBATES WAS -- 


¥O MOST GOURNALISTS -- A DISAPPOINTMENT. THIS MEDIA EVENT -~ 
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ACTUALLY A PARALLEL PRESS COMFIRENCE -- “AS WIDELY CRITICIZED 
SY NEVSHEN AS DULL, AMD uC OF THE DISCUSSIG:# SINCE THEN HAS 
GEEL: ABOUT HOM THE FORAT HIGHT BO MADE MORE EXCITING. 

CUT UNLIKE MOST HEDIA EVENTS, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DERATES 
HAS VERY LITTLE TO DG SETH THEIR ADILITY TC INTEREST THE PRESS, 
THE FIRST ONE PRODUCED VERY LITTLE PFCREATION THAT “ASHTT 
KNOW! BEFORE AND PERHAPS ITS i:OST DRAMATIC MOMENT UAS WHEN THE 
SOUND VEIT OFF. 

SICHIFICANTLY, HOVEVER, THE PULLIC OPINION POLLS IMDICATE 
THAT THE VOTERS WEREH'T BORED BY THE DECATE THE WAY THE 
REPORTERS WERE. THAT'S BECAUSE, UNLIKE THE REPORTERS, THE 
VOTERS MERE T LOOKING FOR "Fiev'S™ AifD SO THEY “ERENT 
DISAPPOINTED “HEN THERE WAS..5T uC: OF IT, THIS MEDIA EVENT 
WASN'T DESIGNED To ATTCACT REPORTERS, BUT TO GIVE THLE VOTERS 
A CHAHCE TO SEE AND HEAR AID JUDGE. 
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